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tion; but, in order to counter-balance the effect that their bias
may have on the finding of the Commission, we submit that it is
absolutely necessary to appoint gentlemen of South African stand-
ing, known to possess no anti-Asiatic bias, on the Commission, and,
as such, we venture to suggest the names of the Hon. Sir James
Rose-Innes and the Hon. W. P. Schreiner.
Immediately on our release, without a moment's delay, we be-
gan to ascertain the feeling of the Indian community, and, to our
agreeable surprise, we found that the community had already
anticipated what would undoubtedly have been our humble
advice to it, that it had already sent strong protests to the Gov-
ernment against the nominations, and had submitted to the Govern-
ment the names mentioned above. We found, too, that by way
of further protest, 36 passive resisters, of whom five were women,
had crossed the Volksrust border from Natal, and had been ar-
rested and received imprisonment. In their statement to the
Court, we understand, they informed the presiding Magistrate
that their object in courting arrest was to lodge a respectful
protest against the partisan character which had been given to the
Commission, and we found further that two other parties of pas-
sive resisters had already left for Volksrust for the same purpose.
Our position, therefore, was easy and clear. A mass meeting
was called to-day by the Natal Indian Association. We were invi-
ted to attend that meeting, and all that we had to do was to ten-
der our advice that the protest that had already been sent should
be ratified by that meeting, and this, we are glad to be able to
say, was done. We hope and pray that the Government will be
pleased to accede to the submission and nominate on the
Commission the gentlemen whose names have been proposed by
the meeting,
If the nomination is accepted, we beg to state that, before
we can tender our evidence to the Commission and advise the
community to offer the overwhelming evidence which is in its
possession, it will be necessary to release the passive resisters who
are presently undergoing imprisonment, whether in the ordinary
gaols or in mining compounds which have been turned into gaols.
We hope that the Government will recognize the force of this pra-
yer, for it would ill become us to remain free whilst those who
have courted imprisonment partly through our advice are still
under incarceration,, and it would be hardly possible for us to
advise other passive resisters to refrain, pending the inquiry by
the Commission, from courting imprisonment whilst their bre-
thren an4 sisters are suffering the hardships of §aol life,

